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  Newsletter September 2020  

Welcome to the September newsletter... 

This month we wanted this newsletter to continue focus on some of the changes 

in the early adopter framework and that is out for schools in preparation for the 

new framework being released in 2021. We will talk about local Covid guidance 

and a bit about wellbeing. We have an Autumn activity to try and we will also be 

introducing you to another one of our wonderful consultants!  

So, here we go…… 

 

EYFS Early Adopter Version July 2020 

In September the Early Adopter Framework will be introduced into schools only 

to prepare for the release of the new EYFS framework being released in 

September 2021. In this month we will focus on the changes that have been 

made to the Early Learning Goals headings for each area of learning. 

Changes to the ELGs in the seven areas of learning 

Starting on page 10 the new early learning goals are listed. Some areas have 

seen a total revamp, with others having a bit of a shuffle around. We will 

highlight a few of the changes to each area of learning, but you have a year to 

have a good read through to become familiar with the new content of the ELGs. 

Communication and Language  

Understanding has been integrated into listening and attention instead of being 

separate. 

Under speaking the ELG changes from: 

“Speaking: children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of 

listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking 

about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop 

their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.” 
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To: 

“Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own 

ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; - Offer explanations for why things 

might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate;  

- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, 

including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, 

with modelling and support from their teacher.” 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional development 

Has been changed to – Self-regulation, managing self and building relationships. 

Self-regulation has replaced health and self-care from physical development. 

The early adopter approaches self-regulation as the following ELGs: 

“ELG: Self-Regulation Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to 

regulate their behaviour accordingly;  

- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and 

control their immediate impulses when appropriate;  

- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even 

when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving 

several ideas or actions.” 

Physical Development 

Physical development has been sectioned into Gross motor skills and Fine motor 

skills only. This is so that it is clear that this area involves the development from 

birth to five of both gross and motor skills and also the link between the two. 
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Literacy 

Literacy changes from reading and writing in the current framework to 

comprehension, word reading and writing in the early adopter. Comprehension 

in the early adopter includes the following goals: 

“ELG: Comprehension Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories 

and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;  

- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;  

- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.” 

 

Mathematics 

Shape, space and measure has been completely removed and focus is on 

number and number patterns as goal sections. 

 

Understanding the World 

Technology has been removed in the early adopter and instead the headings are 

past and present, people, culture and communities and the natural world. 

Past and present ELGs in the early adopter are: 

“ELG: Past and Present Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  

- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;  

- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 

books read in class and storytelling.” 
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Expressive Arts and Design 

Becomes creating with materials and being imaginative and expressive in the 

early adopter from the current exploring and using media and materials and 

being imaginative. 

In the early adopter creating with materials is as follows: 

ELG: Creating with Materials Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function;  

- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;  

- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and 

stories. 

 

Release of the new development matters 

This has now been released and can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-

framework  

Currently it is only used with the early adopter in schools that are participating 

but it will be used from September 2021 alongside the new statutory framework 

which is released next September. 

 

Covid -19 Local Guidance... 

With extra measures being taken in local areas, it is important to keep 

checking guidance for your local areas. You may find information through your 

local authority and you can also use the link below to see which areas have 

which restrictions: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-restrictions-areas-with-an-

outbreak-of-coronavirus-covid-19#areas-with-local-restrictions 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-restrictions-areas-with-an-outbreak-of-coronavirus-covid-19#areas-with-local-restrictions
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-restrictions-areas-with-an-outbreak-of-coronavirus-covid-19#areas-with-local-restrictions


 

5 
 

 

Biggest asked COVID question of the moment…… 

Pacey have updated the guidance with regards to the following question –  

My child has been sent home to isolate due to someone else in their school ‘bubble’ having 

COVID-19, does my childminder setting need to close? 

The answer that Pacey have clarified as of 21/09/2020 is as follows, 

If someone in your child’s school bubble has displayed symptoms and had a positive test for 

coronavirus, your child may be sent home by the school to isolate if they have had contact 

with the person who has tested positive.  However, the other people your child lives with 

would not need to isolate at this point, unless the child then develops symptoms themselves. 

This is the same if an adult in your household is sent home because they have had contact 

with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19. 

Public Health England have confirmed to PACEY that, at this point, you wouldn’t need to 

close your childminding setting but the child/person isolating must not have any contact 

with the children being cared for in the setting.   

The childminder must risk assess the situation as every setting is different; have an open 

communication on the issue with parents and keep evidence this has happened. If there are 

challenges in ensuring the affected family member stay separated from the children being 

cared for, mitigations must be put in place and evidenced. For example, if possible, the 

isolating family member should use a separate bathroom.  If the isolating family member 

has to use a shared bathroom or other communal areas, these must be thoroughly cleaned 

after every use, remembering that the child isolating must not have any contact with the 

children being cared for in the setting. 

At the time of the incident within the school, Test and Trace should activate and it is most 

likely that you would be contacted by the local health protection team if they felt you needed 

to close depending on the situation. Don’t forget to keep doing your risk assessments and 

communicating with parents about what is happening and precautions you are taking. Each 

situation would be unique and the risk would have to be assessed on a case by case basis by 

the local health protection teams. For example, if a school had a large outbreak, then it may 

be necessary for you to close. 

Remember, if the child isolating or any other member of the household displays symptoms of 

COVID-19 during the period of isolation or otherwise, then the setting would need to close at 

this point for isolation and testing. 
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September activity – Autumn  

 

This month we will be taking a look at making Autumn sun catchers. You will 

need some paper plates, sticky clear plastic sheet, paint, leaves and some 

ribbon. This activity brings all the areas of learning into it as follows: 

Communication and Language 

Talk about seasons and what season it is now – Autumn. You can talk about lots 

of topics that link to Autumn including animals, trees, colours, shapes and the 

environment. Get a checklist ready to go out collecting leaves for your sun 

catchers. The checklist can have all the words alongside pictures. 

 

Physical development  

Once you are out looking for leaves the children can have clipboards with their 

checklist on which they can tick once they find relevant leaves. They can be using 

tools to help them knock leaves from the tree such as sticks or balls. They will 

also be using various motor skills to collect the leaves and arrange them on their 

sun catcher. They will need to cut out the paper plate, squash together the 

laminate sheet to stick the leaves and thread the ribbon through the hole in the 

plate. 
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PSED  

The children could be given various tasks and responsibility during this task. They 

could be working together to collect the leaves and take turns in holding the 

basket. They could be given the independence to choose which leaves they like 

and talk about how they may each have different favourite leaves. The children 

can be given the opportunity to practice following the rules and knowing the 

boundaries whilst outdoors, such as staying together, walking nicely and holding 

hands. They could discuss ideas for how to arrange the leaves and what colours 

they may want to use to paint the paper plates. 

 

Literacy 

We saw some beautiful books shared during one of the recent sharing is caring 

posts on the Rutland staff room, here are a few of them for those who didn’t 

see the post: 

- The Very Helpful Hedgehog 

- Herbie’s Big Adventure 

- The Treasure Hunt 

- We’re going on a leaf hunt 

- Autumn 

- Wow! Said the Owl 

- Bear snores on 

You can include these in your activity and take a moment during reading to talk 

about the cosiness of Autumn as it gets colder. Explore the sounds of the words 

in the books and you could also explore some lovely Autumn rhymes. 

 

Numeracy  

You can be counting the leaves and splitting them into groups based on type or 

colour. Which group has more or fewer? Talk about the shapes that can be found 

in the environment. Younger children could be filling the leaves into various 

baskets. Talk about which leaves are the biggest and the smallest. 
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Expressive Arts and Design  

Use any nice rhymes you have or make up a song as you search for leaves 

together and skip, hop and clap to the rhythm. You could bring a storyline into 

the search by talking about the Gruffalo or going on a leaf hunt. You will be 

talking about the colours you may use for the paints and what is associated with 

Autumn and then give children the opportunity to construct their sun catcher in 

the way they would like to. 

 

Understanding the World  

You can talk about what can be seen in the environment whilst on your walk and 

introduce knowledge and questioning of nature, growth and decay. You can talk 

about the type of animals and insects that may be living amongst the leaves and 

encourage the children to take care and look after them.  

 

Hygge  

You may or may not have come across the word ‘Hygge’, but if not then it is 

described as the following: 

“Hygge (pronounced hue-guh not hoo-gah) is a Danish word 

used when acknowledging a feeling or moment, whether alone 

or with friends, at home or out, ordinary or extraordinary as 

cosy, charming or special.” 

www.hyggehouse.com 

Hygge is used as an approach in early years and what is lovely about it (especially 

as winter approaches) is the link between cosiness, appreciating the moment 

and happiness. The following book is all about Hygge if you want to find out 

more: 

http://www.hyggehouse.com/
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                  Image taken from: https://arcadela.co.uk/the-little-book-of-hygge  

There is currently a lot going with the pandemic, but if we can take the time to 

appreciate something in the moment then we could help ourselves to feel a little 

happier and young children spend their time living in the moment...so, take the 

time to appreciate the sounds of the trees or the way the sun is shining for a 

moment on all those lovely autumn walks! You could even bring a little Hygge 

into your setting with twinkly lights, a cosy blanket and rug and some books 

whilst you nibble on some homemade biscuits or cake and what better way to 

be happy than a little bit of cake! 

 

 

 

 

https://arcadela.co.uk/the-little-book-of-hygge
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Meet the Consultant 

This month we get to aim the spotlight on another one of our wonderful 

consultants. Here is: 

 

Amanda 

 

 

Amanda Twigley is a Forest School Leader and Trainer who works with 

children, families and early years practitioners. She has an abundance of 

experience in early years setting delivering forest school, early years 

training and quality support to a chain of 60 nurseries. 

Amanda has been early years practitioner, room leader, deputy manager, 

nursery manager, and quality support for a chain of 60+ nurseries. During 

her quality support she delivered training such as first aid, safeguarding 

and CPD along with outdoor setting support, in addition she has also been 

an assessor for the level 2 and level 3 in childcare qualifications. 
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Amanda has a passion to reach as many people, early years staff, parents 

and children as she could. She set up Blue Sky Learning that now offers 

a range of consultancy and training support for smaller setting and 

childminders making support more affordable. Training includes early 

year CPD, First Aid, Mental Health and Safeguarding along with the new 

OMEP Sustainable Citizenship Award Scheme. In addition, she also set 

up Forest Frontiers that offers Forest School to parents, children and 

settings across Lancashire. 

She created and embedded Forest School practices across many early 

years setting providing an abundance of support whether this be through 

practice led learning, or environment development. Since then she has 

incorporated Forest School in every job she has been in, embedded 

Forest School and Nature Days programmes for many individual settings 

and the chain she has also worked for. Within this she has also supported 

fellow Forest School Leaders in developing their forest school approach 

and delivered many continuous professional development training 

sessions for many staff. 

As she progressed in her career, she found she worked closely with many 

staff across her years and passed on her passion to them so that they can 

continue her passion to give children the best opportunities indoors and 

outdoors. Amanda has always had the drive and passion to have a 

positive impact on as many children’s lives as possible, she strongly 

believes in the butterfly effect that the more practitioner’s and families lives 

she touches with passion, and inspire them to give children more 

opportunities she can affect more and more children. 

Her Mission is to harness that inner positivity! Early years is not just play, 

play is power, play is education! Educators and Leaders with my training 

and support achieve happier workplaces, nature connection, and power 

their play! 

Through support, development, and training with the power of kindness 

we can make a better world for children, and turn our next generation into 

nature-loving, resilient, empowered individuals to make the world a better 

place! 
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Reminders 

SAFEGUARDING NUMBER – PLEASE ENSURE THAT 

YOU HAVE THE SAFEGUARDING PHONE NUMBER 

SAVED AND HANDY SHOULD YOU NEED IT. THIS 

NUMBER IS FOR EMERGENCY AND SAFEGUARDING 

SITUATIONS ONLY. 

07925 585115 

This should only be used in the event of you needing us in  

an emergency or if you have a safeguarding matter.  All  

other questions, queries or if you just need a chat should 

be made to 07908882120 or 07411026299 

 

We wish you all well in this month and that you 

all take care and stay safe during this time.  As 

always, if you need us please drop us an email or 

give us a call, Mel, Sam and the Team xx 


