
 

1 
 

                       

    Newsletter October 2020  

Welcome to the October newsletter... 

This month we wanted this newsletter to talk a bit about the run up to grading 

inspections resuming in January 2021 (if everything goes to plan). We will talk a 

bit about the new release of ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ in September 

2020 and what has changed. We will look at various pumpkin related activities 

to get us ready for Halloween and we shall hear from another one of our lovely 

consultants! 

So, here we go…… 

 

Rutland Grading Visits  

We are putting together a set of three grading visit guides that will support you 

through the inspection process and how to prepare for your first inspection. As 

you know we have been holding off inspections for now with the pandemic in 

progress, however we are planning to resume inspection visits from January 

2021. The grading visit guides will be sent out across the next few months to 

help you to read through and complete all the checks for each part to get 

prepared. The Inspection handbook will also be sent out and this will detail what 

will happen in a grading visit and how you can achieve each grade. The guides 

will be released as follows: 

 

Rutland Grading Visit Guide: Part 1 – Analysis of the EYFS statutory 

framework.  One good way to make sure you are meeting all your statutory 

requirements is to go through the framework, highlight everything that says 

MUST and then think about how you meet that requirement.  The EYFS is your 

go to document and although we don’t expect you to know it off by heart, we 

will expect you to have an understanding and know where to go for information. 

By highlighting the musts, you are taking the first step to understanding what 

the EYFS requires you to do, everything is there. 
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Rutland Grading Visit Guide: Part 2 – The statutory paperwork checklist. This 

guide will detail everything you MUST have in place. This will include all the 

statutory policies, forms, training and household items you must have such as a 

first aid kit. 

 Rutland Grading Visit Guide: Part 3 – The Rutland Safeguarding Audit. This 

guide will ensure your safeguarding knowledge is robust, your policies are up 

to date and cover all the relevant contact telephone numbers and processes 

relating to your local area. Your safeguarding knowledge is paramount to 

ensuring the safety of all the children in your care and so you will need to 

spend some time looking at this document to ensure you understand what is 

expected from you in your role as a childminder. 

Rutland Inspection Handbook – This will detail everything that you will be 

assessed on during your visit and it will break down the differences between 

different grades, so that you can see what is expected to achieve each grade. 

The grading visit is nothing to worry about and they will have the same friendly 

approach as any other visit. We are not there to make you feel nervous, we are 

there to see you shine and show us all the wonderful things you have been 

doing! Once you have read all the guides you will be grading visit ready! 

 

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2020 

There has been a new release of Keeping Children Safe in Education and there 

are some changes to be aware of. Have a read through there are some changes 

including: 

- Allegations against staff including incidents not directly relating to 

children the added quote states they ‘behaved or may have behaved in a 

way that indicates they may not be suitable to work with children.’  

- A section about Covid-19 and how interim guidance brought out during 

the pandemic has now been dropped. 

- The definition of Safeguarding includes ‘mental’ and ‘physical’ health. 
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- There is a referral to the document ‘when to call the police’. Although this 

refer to schools and colleges, there is some useful information inside for 

childminders too. 

- New responsibilities in the role of the DSL. 

- Schools should review safeguarding policies to include CSE and CCE. 

Again, although this is focused on schools, you can take the same advice 

in your own safeguarding policies. 

- Sharing information when safeguarding children, refers to ‘Data 

protection – toolkit for schools’ link. 

 

You can download a copy of ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads

/attachment_data/file/912592/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_Sep_202

0.pdf  

 

 

Government Guidance  

There has been an update on October 16th to the following document - Actions 

for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

outbreak. The link can be found here: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-

years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-

closures  
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October activities – Pumpkins 

 

https://unsplash.com/s/photos/halloween-pumpkins 

This month we will be taking a look at various pumpkin related activities, here 

are a few ideas for you:  
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https://theimaginationtree.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Pumpkin-and-rubber-bands-fine-motor-skills-

activity-680x504.jpg 
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Exploring Pumpkins with tools. 

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/e8/93/12/e89312228e346e6c2bc7e63a69fadb80.jpg 
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Hammering golf tees into pumpkins. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-mmx9_D9kx1U/UIwtA7aYmVI/AAAAAAAAHmA/eO7a4OSVWq0/s1600/2.1.JPG 
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Pumpkin train tracks. 

https://play-trains.com/pumpkin-railroad-halloween-train-activity/ 

There are so many lovely ways to use pumpkins for Halloween/Autumn themed 

activities and they explore all the areas of learning in the following ways: 
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Communication and Language 

You can be talking about the types of pumpkin there are, how they feel on the 

inside and outside. You can discuss where pumpkins grow and what foods can 

be made using pumpkins. If you are exploring the tools then there can be lots of 

discussion about what tools can have what effect on the pumpkin. When 

building train tracks you can be talking whilst planning the route of the tracks 

across the pumpkin. 

 

Physical development  

There are so many opportunities for physical development with these activities. 

From using various tools to wrapping elastic bands around smaller pumpkins, 

there is a lot of emphasis on using hands to explore. The tools used can support 

various age groups from basic hammers to bash with, to child safe knifes for the 

older ones (obviously with full supervision at all times).  

 

PSED  

The children can be taking turns to use the tools or working as a team to decide 

where the train tracks can go. They can talk about what they enjoy doing the 

most and see what everyone’s favourite and least favourite things to do are. The 

older children get given the responsibility of using tools for big boys and girls, 

they will also learn the rules and safety around using various tools. 

 

Literacy 

There are lots of words relating to growing pumpkins and the textures and tools 

you can include. You could draw on the pumpkins to explore letters and words. 

You could explore Halloween and stories relating to this, such as ‘Pumpkin Soup’ 

or ‘The Little Pumpkin Rhyme’. 
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Numeracy  

How many pumpkins have you collected? Numeracy can be explored in various 

ways, through quantities, volumes, colours, shapes and arrangements of 

objects. How many elastic bands can you wrap around your pumpkin? You can 

get the children to scoop out the inside of the pumpkin and then they can 

explore filling and emptying the empty pumpkins. You could cut a pumpkin into 

slice and talk about how many pieces make a whole or half or quarter. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design  

You could explore the theme of Halloween and how pumpkins are picked at 

Halloween. You could all become characters such as cats, bats or witches and 

make up a play with the pumpkins as props. You could paint the pumpkins and 

use them as a canvas for colour mixing or talking about textures if the paint is 

mixed with the pumpkin pulp. 

 

Understanding the World  

You can learn about where and how pumpkins grow and how they eventually 

decay. You could make pumpkin feeders for wildlife and encourage the children 

to put them in places a squirrel may like to eat them. The children could be 

learning about sustainability and not wasting things if they are able to and be 

re-using the pumpkin, they are helping the squirrel find food when it’s getting 

colder. 
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Meet the Consultant 

This month we get to aim the spotlight on another one of our wonderful 

consultants. Here is: 

Kim 

I am a mum of five, I have been working the early years sector for over 10 years 

with two outstanding grading’s under my belt. I am very passionate about early 

years and childcare. Previous to working as a Rutland consultant I have worked 

in childcare settings and schools. My hobbies include spending time with my 

family and grandparents, walking, reading, studying (yes, I am a strange one!) 

and socialising with friends, often drinking Gin! 

 

Reminders 

 

SAFEGUARDING NUMBER – PLEASE ENSURE THAT 

YOU HAVE THE SAFEGUARDING PHONE NUMBER 

SAVED AND HANDY SHOULD YOU NEED IT. THIS 

NUMBER IS FOR EMERGENCY AND SAFEGUARDING 

SITUATIONS ONLY. 

07925 585115 

This should only be used in the event of you needing us in  

an emergency or if you have a safeguarding matter.  All  

other questions, queries or if you just need a chat should 

be made to 07908882120 or 07411026299 
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We wish you all well in this month and that you 

all take care and stay safe during this time.  As 

always, if you need us please drop us an email or 

give us a call, Mel, Sam and the Rutland Team xx 


