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Newsletter February 2021  

Welcome to the February newsletter... 

This month we will be looking at changes you need to let us know about, speech, 

language and communication support, government guidance. We are getting all 

loved up ready for Valentine’s day and looking at the year of the Ox for Chinese 

New Year with some lovely activities and we have our first childminder spotlight! 

So, here we go…… 

 

Changes to notify Rutland about 

As per the EYFS statutory Framework, there are certain changes that we need to be aware of. Are you 

changing address? Is one of your children turning 16 years old? Then you need to let us know. Section 

3.77 of the EYFS (page 34) states: 

“3.77. All registered early years providers must notify Ofsted or the CMA with which they are 

registered of any change:  

• in the address of the premises (and seek approval to operate from those premises where 

appropriate); to the premises which may affect the space available to children and the quality of  
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childcare available to them; in the name or address of the provider, or the provider’s other contact 

information; to the person who is managing the early years provision; in the persons aged 16 years or 

older living or working on any domestic premises from which childminding is provided; or to the 

persons caring for children on any premises where childminding is provided57  

• any proposal to change the hours during which childcare is provided; or to provide overnight care  

• any significant event which is likely to affect the suitability of the early years provider or any person 

who cares for, or is in regular contact with, children on the premises to look after children  

• where the early years provision is provided by a company, any change in the name or registered 

number of the company  

• where the early years provision is provided by a charity, any change in the name or registration 

number of the charity  

• where the childcare is provided by a partnership, body corporate or unincorporated association, any 

change to the 'nominated individual'  

• where the childcare is provided by a partnership, body corporate or unincorporated association 

whose sole or main purpose is the provision of childcare, any change to the individuals who are 

partners in, or a director, secretary or other officer or members of its governing body 

3.78. Where providers are required to notify Ofsted or their CMA about a change of person except for 

managers, as specified in paragraph 3.77 above, providers must give Ofsted or their CMA the new 

person's name, any former names or aliases, date of birth, and home address. If there is a change of 

manager, providers must notify Ofsted or their CMA that a new manager has been appointed. Where 

it is reasonably practicable to do so, notification must be made in advance. In other cases, notification 

must be made as soon as is reasonably practicable, but always within 14 days. A registered provider 

who, without reasonable excuse, fails to comply with these requirements commits an offence.” 

Statutory framework for the early year’s foundation stage 2017 

If there are any changes you need to let us know about please drop us an email with the details within 

the correct timeframe.  You can email either Sam or Mel or the enquiries@rutlandearlyyears.co.uk  

 

Government Guidance  

The Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak was 

updated and the main changes are: 

 

- Definition of close contact (system of controls) 

- Support and childcare bubbles treated as household members (system of controls and 

childminder section) 

 

mailto:enquiries@rutlandearlyyears.co.uk
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The link to the updated guidance is below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-

closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures  

 

Best Start in Speech, language and communications 

(SLC) 

In December, PHE and the DfE published a set of resources with guidance and an early language 

identification measure (ELIM) and intervention tool. Please visit the link below to read copies of the 

following documents to support this: 

-Best Start in PLC: guidance to support local commissioners and service leads 

-Best start in SLC: supporting evidence  

-Best start in SLC: case studies 

-Early language identification measure and intervention: guidance handbook 

-Identifying and supporting children’s early language needs: summary 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/best-start-in-speech-language-and-communication  

There will also be online training sessions held to support this programme. To find out more please 

contact BestStartInLife@phe.gov.uk 
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February Activities   

February is filled with two celebrations that have lots of lovely activities and we have 

included a few below.  

 

Valentine’s day  

Why not make a box of love to send to someone who you feel needs some happiness, or make lacing 

hearts with numbers to engage the children with counting and number recognition. 

Send a box of Love 

https://toddlerapproved.com/2018/02/kindness-challenge-send-box-of-love.html 
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Heart Lacing 

https://wondertoddlers.com/5-super-easy-valentines-day-craft-for-toddlers/ 
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Chinese New Year 

This year is the year of the Ox and so the children could make their very own Ox! The sensory activity 

of rice and filling/pouring into containers is always a hit as well as the calming Chinese music you 

could play in the background. 

 

Make an Ox 

https://www.redtedart.com/easy-cow-crafts/ 

 

 

https://www.redtedart.com/easy-cow-crafts/
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Chinese New Year Sensory Tuff Tray with Fortune Cookies 

https://www.learningandexploringthroughplay.com/2018/02/chinese-new-year-rice-sensory-play.html 

 

Communication and Language 

With both celebrations there is a lot of conversations to be had. For Valentine’s 

day you could be talking about feelings and friendships. For Chinese New Year 

you could talk about Chinese New Year and what the celebration involves and 

you could talk about which animal each of you are depending on your birthday. 
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Physical development  

The Valentines activities involve using motor skills to peel and place stickers and 

to lace the string through the heart. The Chinese New Year activities will also 

help with motor skills as attaching the pieces to the Ox involves using the fingers 

to coordinate the googly eyes and arrange the string for the hair. The sensory 

activity gives the children the opportunity to use various tools to collect rice and 

containers to fill and pour with.  

 

PSED  

The Valentines box of love is a really great activity for exploring kindness, giving 

and making someone else feel happy. The children could be taking turns to stick 

stickers in or give ideas for what to include depending on their age. The sensory 

rice activity could include working together in an imaginary restaurant, using 

manners when talking together. There can be further exploration about feelings 

and they could talk about family too and love. 

 

Literacy 

There are lots of books to support both celebrations and some of the Chinese 

New Year books are pictured above in the sensory activity. You could explore 

Chinese symbols, how to draw them and what they mean. The children could be 

exploring words surrounding feelings during the Valentine’s activities such as 

love, heart, pink and red. They could write a Valentine’s card for their family and 

copy some of the letters from their names. 

 

Numeracy  

The children can count during this activity and explore quantities, how many 

stickers do we need to put here? They can be saying the numbers written during  
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the lacing activity and exploring the quantity and weight of the rice filled 

containers during the sensory play.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design  

You could explore music for both activities and get the children to explore 

patterns in sound through the words to songs. The children could dance in their 

own way to the Chinese music and make their own interpretation of the beat, 

you could also join in with a different dance to encourage them to follow, 

perhaps adding in some instruments to engage the children in the beat. You can 

use mark making to explore the Chinese symbols with black paint and use 

different types of tools, brushes, feathers, sticks. 

 

Understanding the World  

The children could watch a video about Chinese New Year and traditional ways 

they celebrate, such as dressing up as a dragon and dancing in the streets or the 

rituals of cleaning the house and lucky items. For Valentine’s day you could focus 

on love and kindness, play with small world toys and use them to project the 

idea of kindness and giving. Research the local area and find a suitable place to 

send your box of love to, get the children involved by getting them to post it and 

see the pictures of the person receiving the box. 
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Childminder Spotlight 

 

Kirstie 
Hello  
 My name is Kirstie, I am a very proud childminder living and working from my home from home 
setting down a little country lane. My home setting is just what it states.... my home :) walking in you 
may not realise that I am even a childminder but you definitely will feel that warm Hygge feeling. I 
LOVE to be outdoors with the children in all weathers exploring nature and using nature as a 
resource for our learning. When home we explore loose parts and bring nature inside!  
 I want every child that comes into my home to feel "at home" safe and relaxed like they are part of 
my family :)  

A picture of my own daughter enjoying some outdoor art  
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Cheryl 
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Reminders 

 

SAFEGUARDING NUMBER – PLEASE ENSURE THAT 

YOU HAVE THE SAFEGUARDING PHONE NUMBER 

SAVED AND HANDY SHOULD YOU NEED IT. THIS 

NUMBER IS FOR EMERGENCY AND SAFEGUARDING 

SITUATIONS ONLY. 

07925 585115 

This should only be used in the event of you needing us in  

an emergency or if you have a safeguarding matter.  All  

other questions, queries or if you just need a chat should 

be made to 07908882120 or 07411026299 

 

We wish you all the best during this month and  

continue to take care and stay safe during this time.  

As always, if you need us please drop us an email or 

give us a call, Mel and Sam xx 


