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     Newsletter June 2021  

 

Welcome to the June newsletter... 

This we are going to take a look at some celebrations including insect week and children’s art 

week that both fall in June. We are celebrating the achievements of one of the Rutland family 

and introducing our Instagram account, which started recently and don’t forget how to order 

an official Rutland lanyard! We will take a quick look at the current guidance and in the 

working with parents’ section, we will look at story sacks. We also have some lovely activities 

for June for all the fathers out there! 

So, here we go…… 

 

Insect Week 

Photo by Richard Sagredo on unsplash.com 

Children’s Probably one of the most inspiring subjects in a child’s life are bugs! They love 
them, they hate them, and they learn to look after them, so why not celebrate Insect Week, 
which encourages people of all ages to learn more about insects! It runs from 21st to the 27th 
June 2021 and you can find out more in the link below: ‘Every two years, the Royal 
Entomological Society organises the week, supported by a large number of partner  
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organisations with interests in the science, natural history and conservation of insects.’ 
(Insectweek.co.uk) 

Children’s Art Week 

 

Photo by RhondaK Native Florida Folk Artist on Unsplash  

Due to the pandemic, Children’s art week ran online in 2020 and the website currently states 

that they have not yet decided what they will do to celebrate in 2021. Keep an eye on the 

website to see what they decide to do as last year’s celebrations looked good with a three-

week celebration and a theme for each of the three weeks. Find out more at: 

https://engage.org/happenings/childrens-art-week/  

 

 

https://unsplash.com/@rhondak?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/art?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://engage.org/happenings/childrens-art-week/


 

3 
 

Qube Award Finalist 2021 

We are so very proud to announce that one of the Rutland family has been selected as a 

finalist for the Traineeship Employer in the Qube Awards 2021! Congratulations go to 

Aeda’s Angels We wish you all the luck in the finals!  

For further information about the awards, follow the link:  

https://www.qube-learning.co.uk/event/qube-awards-2021/  

 

Instagram 

We are on Instagram now and would love you to follow us! Find us at Rutland 

Early Years: 

https://instagram.com/rutlandearlyyears?utm_medium=copy_link 

#rutlandearlyyears #rutlandchildminders  

 

Lanyards 

As you know we have recently asked the question about interest in purchasing an Official 

Rutland Registered ID card.  We are pleased to say that lots of you have come back to us 

wanting to make a purchase.  In light of this, we have sent out an order form by email for you 

with the full process included. The instructions for ordering a card are below: 

Your ID card will come with the Rutland Logo on it, Rutland Registered Childminder as your 

title and it will come with a lanyard and plastic ID card holder. To order your ID card please 

make sure you complete ALL the information that you require on your card as we can only 

produce the information we are given. 

Please complete the form and return it to us by email to enquiries@rutlandearlyyears.co.uk 

(PLEASE DO NOT EMAIL ANY OTHER EMAIL ADDRESS AS YOUR ORDER WILL NOT BE PICKED 

UP). Please include your photo and logo as an attachment to your email. 

 

Details you would like on the card. 

Childminder Name 

Setting Name 

https://www.qube-learning.co.uk/event/qube-awards-2021/
https://instagram.com/rutlandearlyyears?utm_medium=copy_link
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Contact Number 

Email Address 

Photograph/Logo 

If you would like your logo, photo or both added to the card, please attach them to the email 

with your order. Please make sure they are clear. When we receive your order, we will then 

send you an invoice, and on receipt of payment we will create your card. 

Prices 

£5.99 each for single cards. 

£4.99 for each additional card. 

 

Working with parents 

This month we will look at the home learning environment and the importance of reading 

combined by using story sacks as a tool to work with parents and extend the learning to the 

home. This is a fab way to get children excited about reading, make parents feel they are 

contributing to learning, creating bonds between families through stories and creating a link 

between your setting and home using props all in one. You can make this Covid safe simply 

by a quarantine for bags between homes. You can create your own story sacks and save on 

the pennies simply by being creative about what you use. If you take a look at the link below 

with the image, you will see the article from Nursery World that talks about the benefits of 

extending the learning environment.  

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/picturebooks-9-in-the-bag  

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/picturebooks-9-in-the-bag
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Government Guidance  

On May 10th 2021 there are some changes to the guidance and links are below. The changes 

include: 

- Visitors to the setting 

- Trips taken outside of the setting 

- Additional guidance for childminders – childminders meeting with other childminders 

For further information, the link to the updated guidance is below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-

childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures  

 

May Activities   

Father’s Day 

https://petitloulou.com/blogs/petit-loulou-blog/fathers-day-activities-and-diy-projects-for-kids 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
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https://www.consortiumeducation.com/classroom-ideas/fathers-day-cards-5-fun-ideas 

Communication and Language 

You can talk to the children about what Father’s Day is and start some lovely conversations 

about their daddies and family in general. You can have little groups where children talk about 

their daddies and what they like to do and they can practice sitting quietly and listening to 

each other. You can be practising using various types of questions such as who, what and 

where whilst talking together. 

 

Physical development  

These activities are a great way to practice picking up and holding various sized materials from 

sequins to pebbles. The painting of the pebbles will be especially fun for children as it has 

been found by them on their adventures rather than picked up from a pile of paper. You can 

include tools of various kinds during the activities, such as paintbrushes, feathers, sticks, 

scissors, sponges and glue sticks. 

 

PSED  

By talking the time to sit as a group and talk about each other’s families you can promote 

many aspects of PSED such as taking turns, giving the children confidence to talk in front of 

others and making the children listen to stories of what makes them similar and what may 

make them different from each other. You can model the conversations you would like to see 

by listening and then asking questions. 
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Literacy 

The word Daddy can be broken down into the letters and sounds and you can ask the children 

if any of the letters belong to their names. There are many stories about daddies and you can 

include these in your exploration of Father’s Day. Maybe the children could make up a rhyme 

together that they can sing to their daddies for fathers day? You could explore others rhymes 

and songs for ideas together and make a plan. You can encourage the children to write some 

of the word daddy or use stamps to do that for the younger children.  

 

Numeracy  

Counting and arranging the sequins and pebbles you can explore number through the objects 

you are using. What shapes are the sequins and cut paper? How many Ds are in Daddy? You 

can encourage number talk such as could I have two green pom poms, please? You could ask 

the children who has more sequins on their letters and who has the least, perhaps adding 

more or even taking away some if the children would like to. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design  

They can decorate their pebbles to look like their own daddy’s ‘My daddy has green eyes and 

brown hair’. They can use the pebbles to create imaginary play around their daddies and what 

they like to do together. Maybe explore music and rhythm by singing ‘hush little baby’ or 

‘twinkle, twinkle chocolate bar, my daddy drives a rusty car’. 

 

Understanding the World  

By extending the conversation into the children’s own families they are talking about their 

own experiences, making comparisons and exploring different ways of life. You can get out 

the small world toys for the children and use them to help keep the interest in play and use 

the imaginary play to have the same type of conversations. 
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Childminder Spotlight 

 

Kim 
 
Hi everybody!  
 
I'm Kim, I'm 33 years old and I live in the High Peak with my husband Gabe, my three kids Ella-Mae 
(10), Oscar (7), and Roo (4) and my very old, slightly overweight Labrador Titch. I've worked with 
children ever since I left school. I did a few early years education qualifications at college and took a 
placement at a brand-new nursery in my town. I stayed working at that nursery for over ten years in 
various roles. My favourite role in that setting was as a 1:1 carer for children with extensive additional 
needs, it is to this day the most rewarding thing I've ever done. After leaving the nursery I tried a 
number of different jobs, but eventually decided that early years was definitely my thing. So here I 
am....  
  
I run a very home from home setting, no play room, no massive space, no dedicated areas. Just me, 
my tiny home, and lots of imagination. Living where I do means that nature is right on our door steps! 
We are always out in the local area, where we have farms, rivers, canals, Woodlands, and generally a 
lot of puddles. All the children adore being outside, and they learn so much from just being allowed 
to get stuck in and see what they can find. If they go home muddy, then it’s been a good day!  
 
We have a wonderful little family run bakery in our town, and take the children to visit for a treat 
whenever we can. They make the best biscuits for the children. It’s definitely a firm favourite with the 
little ones, and they all get to make their own choices and pay for their purchases themselves. 
  
I am currently in the process of fencing off and building up my own outdoor area on our yard (which 
is a 5-minute walk from my house) There the children will be able to have a mud kitchen, grown their 
own veg and flowers, and help to care for the animals (horses, goats, ducks and cats) Not all of my 
children have gardens at home, so this is going to be a huge benefit for them and any future children 
who will join our setting.  
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If you would like to feature in one of our newsletters then please 

contact enquiries@rutlandearlyyears.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@rutlandearlyyears.co.uk


 

10 
 

Reminders 

SAFEGUARDING NUMBER – PLEASE ENSURE THAT 

YOU HAVE THE SAFEGUARDING PHONE NUMBER 

SAVED AND HANDY SHOULD YOU NEED IT. THIS 

NUMBER IS FOR EMERGENCY AND SAFEGUARDING 

SITUATIONS ONLY. 

07925 585115 

This should only be used in the event of you needing us in  

an emergency or if you have a safeguarding matter.  All  

other questions, queries or if you just need a chat should 

be made to 07908882120 or 07411026299 

 

We wish you all the best during this month and  

continue to take care and stay safe during this time.  

As always, if you need us please drop us an email or 

give us a call, Mel and Sam and the Rutland team 

xx 


