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  Newsletter February 2022  

Photo by Sharon McCutcheon on Unsplash 

 

Welcome to the February newsletter... 

This month there are lots of things to get through including the Winter Olympics, World Book 

Day and Love your Pet Day. There is information about Number in the EYFS and we have the 

links for the government guidance. We also have some information on how children’s fund of 

knowledge can help you support their learning. We have some lovely activities for February 

relating to pancake day and St David’s Day! 

So, here we go…… 

 

 

 

https://unsplash.com/@sharonmccutcheon?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/valentines-day?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Winter Olympics – February 4th – 20th 2022 

Photo by Zetong Li on Unsplash 

The winter Olympics is being held in Beijing this year and runs from February 4th to 20th 
2022. It is a good opportunity to focus on a bit of cultural capital by learning about different 
parts of the world and different sports. You could spend time watching the Olympics and 
then see where the children’s interests lie. Maybe the children notice snow, and this 
develops into various play that focuses on winter. Or perhaps the children want to ski using 
planks of wood in the garden. To keep track of what is happening during the Olympics 
follow this link : Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics - Latest News and Results  

World Book Day – 3rd March 2022 

This year world book day falls on Thursday 3rd February 2022. It will also be the 25th anniversary of 

World Book Day and the National Literacy Trust website has lots of ideas for how to celebrate world 

book day. We would love you to upload your world book day celebrations on either the Rutland 

Staffroom or on our Facebook or Instagram pages #rutlandearlyyears   

25_ways_to_celebrate_World_Book_Day.pdf (literacytrust.org.uk)  

World Book Day: 2022 date and ideas for activities | National Literacy Trust  

https://unsplash.com/@zetong?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/winter-olympics?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://olympics.com/en/beijing-2022/
https://cdn.literacytrust.org.uk/media/documents/25_ways_to_celebrate_World_Book_Day.pdf
https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/world-book-day-national-literacy-trust/
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EYFS – Mathematics and Number 

Photo by Crissy Jarvis on Unsplash 

The new EYFS came into effect from September 2021 and with it came changes to the curriculum. One 
of the changes introduced was that the government wanted a greater focus on Number in 
Mathematics. 

“Mathematics will include greater clarity to counting and comparing quantities in the Numerical 
Patterns ELG. Government will proceed with its focus on number and numerical patterns within the 
mathematics ELGs as the strongest predictor for later maths outcomes.” Find out more at: 
https://www.eyalliance.org.uk/changes-eyfs-2021 

This leaflet will break down the sections of number and give you some useful techniques for 
introducing number into your practice. It is important that you understand the different aspects of 
number as it is this subject knowledge that will enable you to apply this to your practice, during in the 
moment planning. Most principles relating to number can be explored through games, rhymes, songs 
and stories and there are some useful links and books at the bottom to help give you some ideas. 

Breaking number down… 

It is through children experiencing number in many ways, that they build up the secure knowledge of 
number required when the enter Key Stage 1 at school. 
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Stable Order Principle 

This is when numbers are counted in order and children become aware that there is a pattern as 
numbers follow an order. 

One to one principle 

This is when children can link an object to a number. So you will see children pointing as they count 
and a useful tip is that it is easier for children to learn the one-to-one principle by counting objects 
that move than it is to count objects that are static. 

Cardinal Principle 

The cardinal principle recognises the last number in a group of items when counting. If you place 
emphasis on the last number in a group using the pitch of your voice, then children will be able to 
learn that the last number represents the total in that group. 

Abstract Principle 

With the abstract principle, children become aware that anything can be counted in the environment 
including animals, cars, claps and stamps. You can build up a child’s secure understanding in number 
by using number in many places so that children are able to recognise that counting doesn’t just 
happen in one place and can be translated everywhere. You can also introduce counting by starting 
from different numbers so that children get used to counting in different ways and understand the 
‘numberness’ of objects, rather than just following the stable order principle of what comes next. 

Order Irrelevance Principle 

This is when the order of a group of objects can be moved around but the number remains the same. 

Subitisation 

This is when a child can recognise a small group of objects value, without needing to count them 
individually for example counting the numbers on a dice. 

Numerical Meanings 

This is when a child can match a number with several things inside. This can be used as part of a tidy 
up routine for example when objects are returned to the basket with the correct value on. Top tip – 
When using numbers in the environment, use the number name and the number value too so that 
children begin to learn what the number looks like. 
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The Activity 

If resources are organised in containers with number labels showing how many there should be, then 
everyone can be involved in 'stock checks' to count and see if any are missing. 'Check point' number 
tracks help identify the missing number. Children can also match construction blocks or tools onto 
silhouettes, or numbered trikes to their parking bays (https://nrich.maths.org/8856) 

Conservation of Number 

This is when a group of objects can be moved around but remain the same. 

Composition of Number 

This is when a child can understand that the whole of a number is made up of two or more parts, for 
example a face is made up of eyes, nose, mouth and ears. 

Partition of Number 

This is when a group can be divided and put back together again, think skittles! 

Number Bonds 

This can be explored through various games such as hide and seek, and it is where there are some 
items hidden from a known total. 

Comparing 

This is recognising that a group of items may have more or less than another group of items and this 
can be explored through sharing games to get children to be aware of how different groups of items 
compare to others. 

Useful Links 

Nrich – Mathematical resources for teachers and parents https://nrich.maths.org/early-years 

NCETM https://www.ncetm.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

https://nrich.maths.org/8856
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Books 

Here is a collection of books that can help you to support mathematical development in the EYFS and 
share with parents: 

o Pattern Fish 
o Superworm 
o Handa’s Hen 
o Ten Black Dots 
o I Spy Numbers 
o Baby Goes to Market 
o Catch That Goat 
o Nigel’s Numberless World 

 

National Love your Pet Day – February 20th, 2022 

 
Photo by Marcus Dietachmair on Unsplash 

For all those of you who have a pet in your life, February 20th is national love you pet day. You can use 

this to encourage children to show love and affectionate to animals. You can find out more here: 

 NATIONAL LOVE YOUR PET DAY - February 20, 2022 - National Today  

https://unsplash.com/@marcus_d?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/tortoise?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://nationaltoday.com/national-love-pet-day/
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Children’s Funds of Knowledge 

When children arrive at your setting, they bring with them their own ‘funds of knowledge’. 

These funds of knowledge come in the form of various experiences that build up a child’s 

knowledge as they grow and it is this that you can draw upon to enhance and extend 

children’s learning. Let’s take an example of a child who may regularly sit with a parent/carer 

who knits whilst watching the cricket. There are two experiences here that a child may make 

links to in their own play or may respond to if you invite it. It links to cultural capital in the 

sense that cultural capital sets out to widen a child’s experiences and the funds of knowledge 

approach recognises and develops what they already know.  

 

You can look at popular culture when thinking about the funds of knowledge approach as 

Hedges (2011) states that ‘popular culture represented something that influenced children’s 

language, play, relationships and behaviour in ways consistent with the concept of funds of 

knowledge’. You may find that a child who has a parent who regularly visits art galleries or 

paints is very interested in art related play or may recognise and name art work displayed in 

the environment. Having or recognising this prior knowledge a child brings with them allows 

you to engage in rich learning opportunities that the child can already relate to or is interested 

in. You can get information about a child’s funds of knowledge through working with parents 

to establish any interests or cultural rituals or celebrations. This will give you some 

background in the child’s interests and you can look for ways to include or extend play 

opportunities for children by knowing this. When thinking about play in general you may find 

it useful to look at Bruce’s 12 features of play, here is the link: 

https://playvolutionhq.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Bruces-12-Features-Of-Play.pdf  

Hedges, H., 2011. Rethinking Sponge Bob and Ninja Turtles: Popular Culture as Funds of 

Knowledge for Curriculum Co-construction. Australasian journal of early childhood, 36(1), 

pp.25–29. 10.1177/183693911103600105. 

If you would like to read a bit more about funds of knowledge, take a look at the following 

links: 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/building-your-curriculum-knowledge-

part-2-thinking-it-over  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220272.2010.511275  

https://early-education.org.uk/cultural-capital/  

 

 

https://playvolutionhq.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Bruces-12-Features-Of-Play.pdf
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/building-your-curriculum-knowledge-part-2-thinking-it-over
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/building-your-curriculum-knowledge-part-2-thinking-it-over
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220272.2010.511275
https://early-education.org.uk/cultural-capital/
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https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Early-years-curriculum%3A-funds-of-knowledge-

as-a-for-Hedges-Cullen/66ed39b9984c0805df804d260bbf4439be4dca5e  

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/eyfs-best-practice-an-essential-guide-to-

cultural-capital  

 

Government Guidance  

The guidance has seen some larger changes in the last month and from mid August the 

changes continue to include procedures followed for close contacts. We have listed some of  

the important links to documents relating to the guidance to help you access it.  

 
Actions for Early Years Providers and Childcare Providers During the Covid-19 Pandemic 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-

closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-covid-19-pandemic  

 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know about Early Years Providers, Schools and Colleges 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-

years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-

what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges  

 

Order Coronavirus (Covid-19) Tests for your Organisation 

https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/  

 

 

 

 

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Early-years-curriculum%3A-funds-of-knowledge-as-a-for-Hedges-Cullen/66ed39b9984c0805df804d260bbf4439be4dca5e
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Early-years-curriculum%3A-funds-of-knowledge-as-a-for-Hedges-Cullen/66ed39b9984c0805df804d260bbf4439be4dca5e
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/eyfs-best-practice-an-essential-guide-to-cultural-capital
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/eyfs-best-practice-an-essential-guide-to-cultural-capital
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/


 

9 
 

February Activities  

This month we will be looking at Pancake Day and St George’s day, which will both arrive 

before the next newsletter. There are so many celebrations that occur in February/Early 

March that you will be spoilt for choice! 

Pancake Day 

 

tes-resources-pancake-day.png (1412×794)  

 

DSC_0981-1024x680.jpg (1024×680) (daisykins.co.uk)  

https://www.tes.com/tesv2/files/styles/news_article_ml_x2/public/tes-resources-blog-images/tes-resources-pancake-day.png?h=a6967b5f&itok=wkpzSQaL
http://www.daisykins.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/DSC_0981-1024x680.jpg
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St David’s Day 

 

1y.jpg (720×804) (bp.blogspot.com)  

 

Characters of Effective Learning 

The baking activity lends itself to critical thinking or alternatively coming up with their own 

ideas, depending on the child. The two tuff tray activities are great for playing and exploring, 

where children can make their own choices about what they would like to do with the 

materials. The flour tough tray could be extended into water being added and then it would 

be interesting to see which children enjoy having a go when it becomes sticky and gloopy. 

Communication and Language 

There are lots of conversations that you can have about both pancakes and St David’s Day 

that can involve lots of questions. This could be around countries, food shopping, mixing 

ingredients, animals and flowers for example. The children may bring their own ‘funds of  

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-6Fx9PL2ZpUI/WLCnYxH0D3I/AAAAAAAARHk/mMT_Wl5ZOJ82CfyPJTtcm02ZiUUdGEWQwCLcB/s1600/1y.jpg
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knowledge’ to the conversations if they make pancakes at home a certain way or if they have 

a relative who lives in Wales. The younger children can be exposed to lots of new words during 

conversations with small world objects present. 

Physical development  

The children’s fine motor skills can be exercised and developed as they manipulate and 

arrange objects with their hands. The younger children can practice their pointing at objects 

and passing objects between their hands. The St David’s Day activity could be extended into 

children going and hunting for grass in the garden and then cutting it with scissors to bring to 

the tuff tray. They may continue to cut the grass into much smaller pieces if they enjoy this.  

 

PSED  

The children will be working together in a small group, so this will give them the opportunity 

to learn to appreciate others’ views as they share objects and tools. You can be discussing the 

rules during the activity so that children are learning about simple boundaries and how to 

behave amongst others, so beautiful manners, effortful control and listening to each other’s 

needs. Some children may feel confident in approaching some of the activities with greater 

independence as their confidence develops. The younger children will be watching the older 

children and copying behaviours and starting to build up those friendships in simple forms 

such as by using facial expressions.  

 

Literacy 

For Literacy you can learn new rhymes, poems and stories to support the learning of the 

activities. You could find a poem about making pancakes or daffodils and print it so that 

children are making links between the words and the text. You can provide lots of 

opportunities to make marks too in various ways for example making marks into the flour. 

You could make letters from arrangements of fruit on the pancakes that help support early 

phonics and sit together eating them, whilst singing the sounds.  
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Mathematics 

The flour activity is giving the children an opportunity to explore number names and they can 

also put objects into order of number. The children can also be talking about measure through 

comparisons of the flour in various vessels. The St David’s Day activity can be used to count 

groups of objects, such as sheep, daffodils or Welsh cakes. The groups of objects could be put 

into patterns and arrangements that get the children thinking and recognising patterns. Make 

sure you explore counting through moving objects as this supports the one-to-one principle 

and is easier for children to grasp at first.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design  

You can explore rhythm and rhyme through the songs that can be creating or found. There 

are lots of opportunities to explore materials and the mixing of materials with both the 

pancake activities and the children may decide they want to add colour mixing for example, 

depending on where the play leads.  

Understanding the World  

There are lots of opportunities for understanding the world, such as talking about family and 

how children eat their pancakes at home. Maybe Granny has a secret recipe, and you could 

extend the conversations to parents to find out more about family routines and rituals. The 

small world items give opportunity to learn about Wales and the celebration of St David’s 

Day. The children could find out more about where and how the fruit on the pancakes is 

grown and where pancakes were first made.  

 

 

If you would like to feature any topic or a bit about your setting 

in one of our newsletters, then please contact 

enquiries@rutlandearlyyears.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@rutlandearlyyears.co.uk
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Reminders 

SAFEGUARDING NUMBER – PLEASE ENSURE THAT 

YOU HAVE THE SAFEGUARDING PHONE NUMBER 

SAVED AND HANDY SHOULD YOU NEED IT. THIS 

NUMBER IS FOR EMERGENCY AND SAFEGUARDING 

SITUATIONS ONLY. 

07925 585115 

This should only be used in the event of you needing us in  

an emergency or if you have a safeguarding matter.  All  

other questions, queries or if you just need a chat should 

be made to 07908882120 or 07411026299 

 

As always, if you need us, please drop us an email 

or give us a call, Mel and Sam and the Rutland team 

xx 


